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: N | 5% s i £ 9,219 e Past Weather and Drought: 30 to 90 day soil
L moisture and precipitation anomalies were below

normal levels through much of the fall into the

first half of the winter season of 2014-15 across

portions of the Upper and Mid-Mississippi Valley.

The driest portion of the Eastern Area through the

first half of the winter was indicated across the
D) northwestern third of Minnesota as well as

y ) portions of the Mid-Mississippi Valley at the end of

Drought Severity Index by Division January 201 5

Weekly Value for Period Ending FEB 21, 2015

e Weather and Climate Outlook: Colder than
normal conditions are forecast across the majority

4.0 or Loxs (Extrans Drought) of the Eastern Area into February before

[1-3.0 to 3.9 (Severs Drought) transitioning to above normal temperature trends

[J-2.0 to -2.9 (Moderate Drought)

Long Term Palmer

D010 t0 1.9 (Near Normal) March into April of 2015. Drier than normal

[1+2.0 to +2.9 Wnusual oist Spell) conditions overall are expected across the Great

' (i et B e e S Lakes, Mid-Mississippi Valley eastward into Ohio

14 PEGESATN it s o, o February into May of 2015. This will likely lead
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e  Fuel Conditions: 100 and 1000 hour fuel
moistures dropped below the 90" percentile
across portions of Minnesota as well as parts of
Missouri through the first half of the winter of
2014-15. Otherwise the majority of RAWS across
the Eastern Area indicated 100 and 1000 hour
fuel moistures above the 90™ percentile.

e Fire Season Timing: The spring fire season may
begin earlier than normal across portions of the
Great Lakes, Big Rivers, and Ohio if the
forecasted drier than normal trends come to

—160-140-120—100 —B0 —60 -40 —20 20 40 60 am fruition this spring and warmer than normal

U.S. Seasonal Drouaht Outlook conditions develop March into April of 2015.

Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Valid for February 19 - May 31, 2015
Released February 19, 2015

e Area Discussion: An earlier and above normal
2015 spring fire season is expected across the
Great Lakes and Mid-Mississippi Valley eastward
into Ohio.
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